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In the Wake of the Pollard Affair

 Israel and the U.S. Stay
On Speaking Terms

6 By DAVID K. SHIPLER

WASHINGTON — By all indications, the
United States was inclined last week to for-

give, if not quite forget, Israei’s recent spy -

caper against the United States. Administra.
tion officials willing to taik about the Israeli-
American relati were reaching for
metaphors of diminution, calling the episode
of espionage ‘‘a bruise’’ on a healthy body, or
*‘a blip" on a graph of rising cooperation.

Practically everyone declined to discuss
the case itself, in which a civilian intelli-
gence analyst for the United States Navy,
Jonathan Jay Pollard, is under indictment
for selling secret documents to Israei. Even
Abraham D. Sofaer, the State Department’s
legal counsel, would not answer inquiries
about the mission from which he had just re-
turned as the head of an investigative group
that questioned the Israeli officials who ap-
parently received the documents. (The
problem of timing spy arrests, page 5.)

The State Department chided Israel a
month ago for dragging its feet on promised
cooperation with investigators, but then
issued an effusive statement following the
mission, hailing Israel’s *full cooperation”
and praising “the solid foundation of deep
friendship, close affinity and mutual trust”
between the two Governments. American of-
ficials, taking their cues from the staunch
pro-Israel sentiment of President Reagan
and Secretary of State George P. Shultz,
were clearly trying to treat the Pollard case
as an isolated event that could now be con-
signed to the past.

The entire incident testified to the remark-
able closeness of the American-Israeli rela-
tionship — first, that the United States would
be shocked by Israel’s spying; second, that

the Administration would demand the right

to interrogate the Israeli involved,
and third, that Israel would feel it actually
had to produce the agents for questioning.
This is part of the cycle of dependency and
intimacy that some Israelis believe has
damaged their country’s freedom of maneu-

ver; Prime Minister Shimon Peres faced

some criticism at home for being too forth-
coming with the United Statesint} - atfair.

Whether the Pollard case was really an
aberration is another question, one an
swered eloquently by its failure to
many American intelligence and law en-
forcement officiais who are familiar with the
extent to which Israei tries to gather secrets
in the United States, especially on sensitive
technical and scientific matters. But unless
the case becomes the first thread in an un.
raveling fabric of Israeli espionage, Amer-
ican officials and experts on the Middle East
ﬁtsido d‘n Government dg:bt that it will

Ve any lasting impact on the relationship.
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some grum! in
the Justice Department and elscwheupmam
the close Israeli-American ties. A Justice
Department official, compiaining that diplo-
mats at the State Department were too gen-
tle with Israel when Mr. Pollard was first
seized, remarked acidly, ‘‘After the arrest,
they really rallied round the flag — but
which flag is the question.” A pro-Israel De-

Asseciated Press
Abraham D. Sofaer, the State Department’s
legal counsel, in Tei Aviv this month,

fense Department official said he had not
realized how much hostility existed toward
Israel at middle bureaucratic leveis, and he
worried about the corrosive effect on overall
United States support. ‘‘You bave an under-
lying fragility that was only overcome by
political fear,” he said.

Yet since the United States began selling
wejamtolsndinlﬂ.thoﬁ;rh;wauo
enjoyed a growing resilience. Mr. eagan,
supported by a reflexively pro-Israel Con-
gress, has approved increasingly generous

nomic Development Group, designed to help
Israel improve its economy, met in mid-
December. Earlier in the month, the Joint
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supporters
from what is seen by this Administration as
a proximity of American and Israeli inter.
ests in the Middle East. Israel provides the
United States with some valuable inteili-
gence information and a potential staging
point for military forces.

But the countries’ interests also diverge at
times. A longs difference has existed
over the ultimate disposition of the West
Bank, which the United States may press Is-
rael to relinquish if an Arab peace
can be negotiated. In addition, some United
States Government analysts and military
officers believe that ties with Israel damage
relations with the iarger Arab worid.

Israel has also resisted 48 a swrro-
gate for the United States. About a year and
a half ago, a former diplomat recalled, Is-
rael turned down an American request to
provide arms and training to the so-called '
contras fighting the Sandinista Government
in Nicaragua. *“They are willing to go in with
us in the open,” he said of the Israelis. ““But
to get the onus for assisting the contras while
the U.S. is standing aside and keeping their
hands ciean? No.”’ i
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